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The challenge of such an ap-

proach is one of unity.   

How can we track together 

with such diversity of expres-

sion in our midst? The answer 

lies in the consistency of the 

glue that binds us together.  If 

you’ve been around for a 

while, you may remember 

something we’ve talked about 

frequently, it’s our glue. To 

ensure cohesion and unity, 

whenever we get together be 

it large or small groups, we 

want to ensure that 4 pillars 

are present in all we do: 

Communion with God, led 

by the Spirit, focused on 

Christ: Our vitality as individ-

ual believers and as a church 

depends on this connection. 

Read Colossians 2:7 and John 

15:1. We aren’t a social club 

or an activist organization; we 

are a living entity that finds its 

life blood in Christ. Social 

action and loving relationships 

flow from this connection, not 

the other way around.  

(Continued on page 3) 

I 
n previous newsletters, I’ve 

been writing about the 

choices we made when we 

began our journey as a 

church two years ago. Our 

choice of meeting in large 

groups every two weeks was 

centered on a couple of things.  

The first was to reduce the 

amount of energy invested in a 

weekly “service” which, more 

traditionally was viewed as the 

center of our Christian experi-

ence. The second was to make 

room for people to really par-

ticipate in cells; small groups 

gathered around Christ to 

deepen roots in Christ, in the 

word, in prayer and in account-

ability. The additional choice 

we had to make was what to 

do in these cells. 

We had a couple of options, 

both valid.  One was to make 

all of the cells identical in terms 

of practice; we all do the same 

things in our cells.  A good ex-

ample of this comes from “The 

Meeting House”, a great 

church in Toronto.  When their 

house churches get together, 

they all discuss the sermon 

given by Bruxy Cavey or Tim 

Day the previous Sunday.  

This practice gives groups 

common alignment on the 

content brought forward by 

church leadership (the pas-

tors). It’s a great way to do 

things. 

We opted for something a bit 

riskier.  Our desire was to 

align ourselves on the centre 

of our faith, Jesus and to en-

able a variety of expressions 

of this alignment to emerge. 

Maybe some would emerge in 

neighbourhoods (i.e.: Spring-

brook and Stirling), some in 

networks of relationships (i.e.: 

hockey families), some in 

business environments (i.e.: a 

local coffee shop or pub) and 

we anticipated that people 

entering into the cells may not 

yet be participating in our 

celebration services so it may 

be hard for them to follow 

discussion of a sermon they 

never heard. So ... Our risky 

approach is to let the cells 

emerge naturally, through the 

people in The Gathering and 

let them be organized by peo-

ple in The Gathering. 

Cell Groups  

(2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays) 

Springbrook: 9:30 AM at the 

Springbrook Municipal Build-

ing, call Kevin and Kelly Kehoe 

(613) 395-4346 

Stirling: 10:00 AM at 25 

Demorest Rd, call Beth and 

Bill Devries at (613) 395-0227 

Belleville: 9:30 AM at 39 

Cooke Crt, call Jack and Jan 

Harris at (613) 967-6419 

Kingston: (Monday evenings) 

1338 Princess St, call Terry 

and Dawn Harris at (613) 531

-5283 

Youth: (Wednesday eve-

nings), 7:00 PM at the Hub, 

downtown Stirling , call Beth 

Devries at (613) 395-0227 

Other Opportunities 

 Study of Daniel, Tuesdays 

7:00 PM, 38 Mount Pleasant 

Rd, Stirling, call Esther Noel at 

(613) 395-3402 

Men’s breakfast at the 

Hub, Starting Saturday No-

vember 1, 7:30 to 9:00 AM, 

call Barry Cooper at 613 395-

5990 

What is the Glue of The Gathering? 

Upcoming Events 

 October 25: How simple can Church be? Vision Ministries 

workshop for leaders 

 October 26: Dinner at The Dug Out (Dundas East in 

Belleville) read the details on page 2 
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Connecting people and Christ 

Results: Our riders raised over $10,000 

 

$5000 will go to further International Team’s work 

along the refugee highway and $5000 will go to Mulli 

Childrens Family to cover the cost of feeding refu-

gees in Eldoret, Kenya. 

Prayer Challenge 

 

Pray for your friends, family 

and neighbours, ask God to 

help them see how close He 

really is. 
www.rideforrefugees.com 
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Who is doing what at The Gathering? 

for these precious letters, as 

you might do if you were 

sending a letter to someone 

you have fallen deeply in love 

with. At the end of the letter, 

sign your name, just as you 

would a normal letter. Some-

thing powerful and deeply 

intimate happens when you 

record your thoughts and 

prayers in a letter to Jesus. 

 

13. MAKE A LIST of the 

hurts and needs in your life. As 

you come to a verse that 

shows how God can meet that 

need, write it down next to 

that need. Like the letters 

mentioned above, you can do 

this in your journal, or sepa-

rately. You might even create 

a journal that records only 

your needs and relevant 

Scriptures. As you do this, 

you create your own book of 

God's promises! 

 

14. REREAD THE NOTES 

OF THE SERMON from the 

previous week. If your pastor 

is doing a series and you 

know what Scriptures he'll be 

addressing next, read ahead in 

the passage to be covered 

next Sunday. This will prepare 

you to think more deeply and 

listen better during the next 

sermon, as well as helping you 

remember and apply truth. 

Find a verse in the text that 

5 More Ways To Wake Up Your Quiet Time Pam Farrel (Continued from October 5)   

11. PRAISE JESUS FROM 

A TO Z. For example, "Jesus, 

You are amazing ... Jesus, You 

are beautiful...." This activity 

will challenge you to think 

deeply about who Jesus is and 

why you love and serve Him. 

As you praise Jesus using each 

letter of the alphabet, spend 

some time meditating on each 

word you use to describe 

Him. Thinking deeply about 

Him is more important than 

racing through each letter of 

the alphabet as fast as you 

can. 

12. WRITE OUT YOUR 

PRAYERS TO JESUS. You 

might write them in a journal, 

or purchase special stationery 
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Working with the youth: Beth Devries, (613) 395-0227 

Intercession: Jane Aman  (613) 395-3869 

Pastoral care: Alicia Lott (613) 395-5342 , Jan Harris, (613) 967-6419  

Phone Chain: Avril O’Brien (613) 478-6461, Esther Noel  (613) 395-3402  

Worship/Music: Sandy Norman (613) 398-8695, Bill  Devries (613) 395-0227 

Technical Gear: Kevin Kehoe (613) 395-4346 , Barry Cooper (613) 395-5990 

Projection and computers: Vince Brintnell (613) 395-0613  www.the-gathering.ca 

has helped you grow, and 

write a note to your pastor 

thanking him for his sermon 

and insight on the passage. 

 

15. READ YOUR FAVOR-

ITE HYMN. Spend some 

time meditating about each of 

the hymn's verses and its 

overall message. Find the pas-

sage in the Bible that the 

hymn was based upon, and 

think about how the hymn 

describes and reflects that 

truth. Spend some time re-

searching how and why the 

hymn was composed. What 

were the circumstances? Your 

pastor or worship leader 

might know about a particular 

hymn's origin. Your Christian 

bookstore may also carry 

books that detail the history 

of certain hymns. If you're 

able to locate such informa-

tion, think about how the 

hymn reflects the author's 

response to God during his or 

her circumstances. 

Upcoming Learning Opportunity to Consider 

HOW SIMPLE CAN CHURCH BE? 

A discussion related to the book, "Simple Church" written by Thom S. Rainer & Eric Geiger 

"The philosophy is simple, the process is not." - Leadership Journal, A.Ward, March '07 

Date:  October 25, 2008 

Time:  9:00 am - 3:00 pm (lunch provided)  Cost: $25 per person, $30 per couple 

Location:  Lakeside Church, 7654 Conservation Road, Guelph, ON 

An interactive workshop for elder or deacon groups, committees, ministry teams, youth teams, primary church leaders, leadership 

Name the Hub 

Our meeting place needs a name… We 

would like one that reflects the informal re-

lational style of our church family and that 

invites the broader community in.  If you 

have any suggestions, please let Jane Aman 

know. 

'DUGOUT'  -  Oktoberfest Dinner  - Sunday - October 26th -  $10.00   

Gather around 5:30 p.m., dinner will be served between 6- 6:30.   Reserve your seat now 

while spaces are available. Call Jack or Jan at 613-967-6419 or email us at jhar-

ris1976@sympatioc.ca 

Ladies:   Who can make a mean bread pudding??  Calling on you....Need enough 

to serve approx. 70 people.....Please leave message on my machine if this is possible. 6 

people (12 servings). 

mailto:jharris1976@sympatioc.ca
mailto:jharris1976@sympatioc.ca
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Glue (Continued from p. 1) 

 

We connect through deepening our under-

standing and application of the Word of God, 

through prayer and worship. 

Community with other followers of 

Christ: Jesus made a bold declaration in John 

13: 34-35, the love we have for one another 

is the proof of his lordship in our lives.  We 

can’t love each other very well if we don’t 

spend time with one another and open up to 

one another.  When we get together in 

large, medium or small groups, we encour-

age open and honest relationships. 

 

Commission to carry the love of Christ 

to a world in need: Our mandate to be 

carriers of the love, forgiveness and grace of 

Christ is often mentioned in the Bible.  One 

verse that stands out is in Acts 1: 8, in which 

Jesus declares to his apostles that they will 

be witnesses to the ends of the earth. The 

implication of this verse is that the expansion 

of the Kingdom of God would take place 

through generations of people committed to 

carrying the “good news” of Christ to all 

corners of the world. We therefore continu-

ously ask God to use us to carry the Gospel 

individually, in small, medium or large groups 

and realize that we will be used locally, re-

gionally, nationally and internationally to do 

so. 

Commitment to stick with it: In our rela-

tionships, we encourage one another to stick 

with it despite the challenges. This means 

that sometimes we will help people find a 

moment of rest from weariness of life and 

sometimes we’ll encourage one another to 

get moving and to use the gifts God has given 

for the good works he has prepared. (Read 

how Paul encourages Timothy in 1 Timothy). 

 

Here’s a challenge I would like to leave you 

with.  Take time to ponder these questions 

and ask God to help you answer them: 

Am I part of a cell group? If no, what am I 

waiting for? 

Am I participating with and giving of myself 

when we get together in small groups, in the 

cell groups or for the celebrations? If no, why 

am I holding back? 

Is God prodding me to take some initiative? 

How am I reacting to his promptings? What 

steps may I need to take? How could I incor-

porate the 4Cs into this initiative? 

Mark Norman 

How do you like your toast? Barry Cooper wants to have 

breakfast with you! 

Hey guys, some of us are getting together for breakfasts at the Hub on Satur-

day mornings.  We’ll take time to get caught up together, to encourage one 

another and to pray for one another. 

The plan is simple, meet us a the Hub from 7:30 to 9:00 on Saturday mornings 

as of November 1. Breakfast will also be simple: coffee and toast. All men are 

welcome. 

Linda and Wayne Richardson 

with grand daughters Hannah and 

Alyssa Carrol 

Chelsea Devries, Cara Hunt, Ashley Vader,  

Matthew Hunt and Abigail Miller 

Don’t throw out your aluminum 

pop cans 

André Froment is on a mission, he wants to 

help fund our next project in Kenya by col-

lecting aluminum cans and your loose 

change.  Bring your empty pop cans when 

we get together and empty your small 

loose change in the container at the back of 

the gymnasium.  All funds will be contrib-

uted to the building project in Kenya. 

Techno dudes Josh Lott and Kevin Kehoe 


