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W 
hat is church all about? At its 
core, it’s not about services, 
activities, music, practices or 
sacraments. It’s about connec-

tion with Christ and through that connection, 
love for others. Jesus was pretty clear when 
asked about the greatest commandment, he 
replied to those attempting to trap him that 
two prevail: Love God with all your heart, 
soul and mind. And equally as important, 
love your neighbour as yourself. The entire 
law and all the demands of the prophets are 
based on these two commandments. 
(Matthew 22: 37-40).   
Seems pretty simple on 
the surface...so if the 
message was so simple 
and easy, why did so 
many of his peers  want 
to crucify him? 

His simple answers, and 
the ways he confronted good ,faithful, reli-
gious people to the limits of their practices 
pushed them to anger. Read Luke 4; one 
minute people are raving over his teachings, 
the next they are ready to lynch him.  Jesus 
shook them up... regularly.  I understand 
their feelings; they invested heavily in rules 
and practices that provided them with, from 
their perspective, a guarantee of future con-
nection with God and an iron clad contract 
for a spot in the future Kingdom of God.  So, 
when Jesus used stories that related the 
blessings of God on non-Jews, they felt 
threatened to the bone. He was, in essence, 
telling them that their practices, discon-
nected from the life giving God, were fruit-

less. Picture GM employees finding out their 
retirement funds are no longer guaranteed and 
probably unavailable and you may get a bit of 
insight into the situation. 

What I find disconcerting about Jesus’ chal-
lenges isn’t what he says but who he says 
these things to.  As stated earlier, the Phari-
sees, prime targets for Jesus, were lovers of 
the Bible; they went to Synagogue, said their 
prayers, paid their tithes and seriously debated 
what it meant to follow God.  Sound familiar? 
Sounds like many of the Bible studies I’ve at-

tended and even led.  I some-
times wonder what we would do 
to Christ if he showed up in our 
midst. The big problem with the 
“followers of the day” is that they 
had reduced faith in God to sim-
ple mathematics.  If I do...then 
God will... 

Jesus reversed not just the 
change tables in the temple; he threw out the 
religious equations built over generations.  
These perceptions of God may have had good 
foundations, but they seem to have been won 
over by practice without the presence of God. 

Let’s get back to us and Jesus.  If we don’t want 
to be caught in the same bind, how do we prac-
tice faith with presence, how do we follow Jesus 
and avoid practicing an empty shell of religion? 

Imagination 

I find it interesting that most of the times Jesus 
spoke of the Kingdom, he used word pictures 
that compelled his followers to imagine what the 
presence of God and the reality of His Kingdom 
changed for them in the immediate. (see p. 3)

Cell Groups  

(2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays) 

Springbrook: 10:00 AM at 

the Springbrook Municipal 

Building, call Kevin and Kelly 

Kehoe (613) 395-4346 

Stirling: 10:00 AM at 25 

Demorest Rd, call Beth and 

Bill Devries at (613) 395-

0227 

Belleville: 9:30 AM at 39 

Cooke Crt, call Jack and Jan 

Harris at (613) 967-6419 

Kingston: (Sunday evenings) 

1338 Princess St, call Terry 

and Dawn Harris at (613) 

531-5283 

Youth: (Wednesday eve-

nings), 7:00 PM at the Hub, 

downtown Stirling , call Beth 

Devries at (613) 395-0227 

Tuesday evening Cell :  7:00 

PM, 38 Mount Pleasant Rd, 

Stirling, call Esther Noel at 

(613) 395-3402 
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Upcoming Events 

June 26-27: Canadian National House Church Conference, interested? Call Sandy Norman (613) 398-8695 

June 28: Baptism and Church picnic, 11AM to 4PM at Avril and Bob O’Brien’s 

July 29—August 18: Kenya Mission Trip 
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Who is doing what at The Gathering? 

 Working with the youth: Beth Devries, (613) 395-0227 

 Intercession: Jane Aman  (613) 395-3869 

 Pastoral care :  Jan Harris, (613) 967-6419  

 Phone Chain: Avril O’Brien (613) 478-6461, Esther Noel  (613) 395-3402  

 Worship/Music: Sandy Norman (613) 398-8695, Bill  Devries (613) 395-0227 

 Technical Gear: Kevin Kehoe (613) 395-4346 , Barry Cooper (613) 395-5990 

 Newsletter and announcements: Mark Norman (613) 398-8695 

 Projection and computers: Vince Brintnell (613) 395-0613  

 Hospital visits: Diane Robar (613) 966-1737, 

Want to announce commu-
nity events, don’t forget to 

call UCB Canada:   

613 966-4822  

or visit the website at   

www.ucbcanada.com 

 

I 
 feel comforted knowing that we have an experi-
enced paramedic among us at The Gathering.  And, 
to make our community even safer, more of us are 
learning First Aid and CPR. 

I often found my head swimming and my stomach flutter-
ing as we talked about blood gushing, bone breaking and 
puke throwing incidents that First Aiders and Paramedics 
face.    Though I normally avoid these topics, I chose to 
attend the Red Cross course conducted by Bruce 
Wellman and sponsored by The Gathering so that I 
would be able to do more than panic or faint in a medical 
emergency.  I want to be ready and able to help save 
lives! 

I also want to join Christ in rescuing souls.  As I listened 
to the many stories of life-threatening situations I began 
to consider how our physical world reflects spiritual reali-
ties – even in First Aid.   Bruce and I have begun to put 
our ponderings into writing so that “Parables of a Para-
medic” will hopefully intrigue and inspire us all to develop 
life-saving skills of both body and soul. 

A Parable of the Passers-by 

One day there was a horrific traffic accident on a busy 
highway.  Some bodies were strewn in the ditch while 
others were trapped in crumpled cars.  Cries of pain 
could be heard from those still conscious, while others 
lay motionless. 

Some vehicles approaching the sight stopped.  Other 
vehicles did not stop – for good reasons of course.  
There were important meetings and weak stomachs to 
consider.  Most drivers felt a small nudge of compassion 
for the victims of the crash and therefore felt a twinge of 
guilt for turning around to seek alternate routes to their 
destinations.  But they all reasoned that it was not their 
responsibility to get involved and besides, other people 

had stopped to help 
so they would not be 
needed. 

Among those at the 
scene were people 
who were trauma-
tized by what they 
saw.  Some were 
crying while others 
were running about 
in a panic. They 
were no help at all.  
Others were simply 
paralyzed, unable to think or to act. 

Others were eager to help and quickly offered aid.  But they 
had no idea what to do.   Some, in ignorance, actually did 
more harm than good because they could not properly as-
sess injuries and were unaware of the consequences of 
their actions. 

Others were trained in First Aid but for some reason re-
mained by-standers.  Perhaps they didn’t want to get their 
business clothes dirty, or maybe they feared potential law-
suits, or contamination.  They yelled instructions from the 
sidelines.  They thought they were being helpful but they 
only added to the chaos. 

Then there were some who not only were willing to help but 
also knew what to do.  These are the people who had re-
ceived first aid training and were able to apply their learning 
to the crisis at hand.  They kept the wounded safe and alive 
until more experienced paramedics arrived. 

Likewise, The Kingdom of God is buzzing with people who 
are growing in their knowledge of Truth.  They are learners 
and doers.  They take whatever amount of training they 
have and put it into practice.  (continued on p. 4)



 

 

 
 
    

Daily Vacation Bible School will be held this year in 

Springbrook  July 20-24   

Volunteers are needed to run activity stations, be 

team leaders and much more!  

There will be a planning meeting at Kelly Kehoe's 
house at 7pm on Wed. April 22.  Please come and 
be part of the action! The theme this year is Dis-

covery Canyon! 

For more information you can call Kelly at  

613-395-4346. 
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He asked to imagine mustard seeds, yeast, kings, treas-
ures and nets (read Matthew 13 to see some of the im-
ages he used). He invited them to consider him as a 
shepherd, and he told them of sons on journeys and of 
fathers yearning.   

 

The images he used pushed and prodded his followers to 
develop a deeper sense of the presence of God and His 
Kingdom through their imaginations. 

I can easily ask myself what feeds my imagination about 
the Kingdom of God and Jesus.  Do I let myself feed on 
the adventurous, dangerous, caring, provocative Jesus 
that I read about in the Bible or do I settle for a small slice 
of Jesus.  Do I feed my dreams with the reality that the 
Kingdom extends to then ends of the earth or do I limit 
myself to small picture of God, Jesus, the Spirit and the 
Kingdom? For us fully live out our connection with Jesus, 
our imaginations must be fed with the full picture of Fa-
ther, Son, Spirit and of the Kingdom. 

Dialogue 

Another thing that strikes me about Jesus is his ongoing 
dialogue with his father. We see thin is the moments he 
pulls away from crowds and activities to connect and 
spend time talking with His Father.  There is an active 
exchange between the two, Jesus often declares that 
he’s doing what the father has told him implying a con-
versation in which the father talks and Jesus listens. In 
other moments, we’re told of Jesus expressing his 
thoughts and fears to his father...The other angle of dia-
logue.  Jesus invites us into the same connection with 
him.  Read John 14-17 with this idea of dialogue in your 

mind, you’ll see Jesus expressing to his followers that we 
have with him the same type of relationship he has with his 
Father. 

The often cited great commission also leaves me with this 
sense of ongoing presence.  Jesus, as he delivers the man-
date also adds (Matthew 28: 20) ñI am with you always.ò  It 
strikes me that he declares his ongoing presence with them, 
not a leave of absence and a relationship to be resumed at a 
later date.  Our spiritual vitally rests on an ongoing connec-
tion with the Jesus who IS with us always. 

Responsiveness 

It’s one thing to be in a relationship with someone, it’s an-
other to let someone influence your thoughts, decision and 
actions. Remember Gethsemane, Jesus was in intense dia-
logue with his Father about the suffering coming his way. 
The scene suggests a deep struggle with what was on the 
horizon, yet Jesus decides to move in the direction of the 
suffering to come in response to the will of the Father. He 
ends his conversation with ñI want your will to be done, not 
mine.ò  His connection with God led him to take action in the 
direction of the will of God.  He’s clear with us, if we are his 
disciples, we act as he did and follow his lead and direction.  
This responsiveness means that following Christ isn’t simply 
a theoretical exercise; it affects what we do as we align our-
selves with the values of the King of Kings. 

What does it mean to follow Jesus? Simply put, it means to 

let my imagination be filled with Him, to stay in constant dia-

logue with Him and to follow His lead by taking responsive 

action to what He shows me.  My prayer for all of us in that 

we thrive in a deep, enduring, transforming relationship with 

Jesus. 

Following Jesus   (continued from page 1) 
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CONFERENCE DETAILS : 
Date: Friday & Saturday, June 26 - 27, 2009 

Time: Fri. 7 PM, Sat. 8 AM - 5 PM 

Lunch: pizza and drinks included in registration fee 

Cost: $50 single, $70 couple, $30 student, group of 6 - $40 each 

Location: Newmarket Alliance Church, 1140 Gorham St., Newmarket, ON L3Y 8W4 

Phone: 519 747-0822 
Email: starfishnetwork@gmail.com 

Parables of a Paramedic   (continued from page 2) 

 They know that even a little knowledge, fueled by faith, love and courage, can make the difference between life and 
death. 

Jesus prayed, ñYou (Father) have concealed your ways from sophisticates and know-it-alls, but spelled them out clearly 
to ordinary people.ò   

Then talking to the people Jesus said, “The Father has given me all these things to do and say … But I’m not 

keeping it to myself; I’m ready to go over it line by line with anyone willing to listen.” 

But James warns us:  ñDonôt fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener when you are anything but, letting the Word 
go in one ear and out the other.  Act on what you hear! é Whoever catches a glimpse of the revealed counsel of God é
and sticks with it, is no distracted scatterbrain but a man or woman of action.  That person will find delight and affirmation 
in the action.  Anyone who sets him/herself up as ñreligiousò by talking a good game is self-deceived é Real religion, the 
kind that passes muster before God the Father is this: Reach out to the homeless and loveless in their plightéò 

The Message,  Matthew 11:25, 27, James 1: 22-27 

June 28, 2009 from 11:00pm to 4:00pm  

at Bob and Avril O’Brien’s,  

305 Fuller Rd, Thomasburg, ON   

(613) 478-6461 

If you would like to be baptized, please contact Mark 

or Sandy at (613) 398-8695 

Please bring chairs, bathing suits (no skinny dipping) and 
towels. The baptism will be followed by a picnic and fun 

and games. 

For the picnic, please sign up as soon as possible (sign 
up sheets at the back of the auditorium on celebration 

Check out Mark’s Kenya weight loss challenge 
at  

The Gathering’s website: 

www.the-gathering.ca 

 

June 20: 24 down, 26 to go 

mailto:starfishnetwork@gmail.com
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News from Peter and Lydia Agwa  

with the Navigators in  the GTA 
 

Moving, 4:19 +working, tobacco, Mandarin, retreat, Christ exalted: 

MANDARIN: Jilang Zhang, is reading John’s gospel with me in both English and Mandarin, his English is 
evolving, and my Mandarin is nonexistent, but our acquaintance with Jesus is growing. It was a delight 
when Wenli Zhu came from Toronto in May to help explain things to him. (She is also studying John’s gos-
pel with me and her Mandarin is perfect). 

TOBACCO: Charles is searching for God. I suggested he read about Jesus.  We have great times learn-
ing together. This past Monday he made a list of several things he wants Jesus to “speak to” in his life. 
Charles has been impressed by the fact that twice Jesus spoke and miracles took place (water into wine 
and the healing of the official’s son, John 4:50; the second sign was particularly important for Charles who 
is wondering if Jesus can deal with his appetite for tobacco). 

 COTTAGE:  three students from the University Of Toronto’s medical school Jon, Winnie and Lillia, have 
committed to work together in fellowship, prayer, the word and witness.  We retreat to a cottage on the 
weekend of July 3-5. Lydia and Vince the boyfriend of one of the students will be joining us.  We look for-
ward to the pleasure of Christ’s company. Psalm 16:11 

DOWNTOWN: Rob, Tania, Alanna and Mark, are Christian friends of Jon, we meet in Jon’s flat, downtown 
Toronto seeking to hear from Jesus Himself as we prayerfully read John 13-17. We are praying that this 
does not merely become a Bible Study but rather a life transforming encounter with Christ. 

 AT HOME: Jonan asked me if I could do a bible study with him,  we invited Lydia’s cousin Musa an engi-
neering student at Waterloo, together with my Indonesian friends Rudy, Elen and Edo, we meet on Tues-
days to drink tea, eat cookies, and to know God through the scriptures. 

MOVING SOON: Recently Wenli shared some personal concerns and asked me to “talk to Jesus” about 
them.  I told her she could do the talking herself. We have taken a detour from John13 to Matthew 6, so 
she and Yongbin can learn about the Father and how to talk to Him. They will be part of our moving crew; 
we plan for them to stay the weekend of August 1-2 with us. Wenli and Yongbin are making exciting dis-
coveries in the Bible.  

AT CHURCH: I need to catch up with the growth group leaders before the fall. 

FINALLY: I have days of unemployment or should I say under employment and so continue to trust that 
God will provide work and income. Thus far, Phil 4:19 + the working wife have kept us going. 

 

From my QT this morning: Phil 1:20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but 
will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life 

or by death. 

 I cannot get over Paul’s reckless narrow mindedness.  

Now as always CHRIST---exalted---- by life or by death!! 

 

Peter Agwa    10
th

 June ,2009 


