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(613) 395-4438 

A  few weeks ago, I was writing about the 
radical Jesus. We looked back at his 

rough encounters with change-makers in the Tem-
ple and his tendency to infuriate the religious elite 
of his day. I ended by talking about a radical shift 
that Jesus introduces with his resurrection: God’s 
presence had moved from the Temple to Jesus. 
The tearing of the veil in the temple was symbolic 
of this shift. After his resurrection and before his 
departure, Jesus sent his disciples, as he had been 
sent, to enact and invite others into this provoca-
tive way of connecting with God. In the religious 
culture of the day, calling God “Father” would 
equate to blasphemy, yet Jesus called God his 
father and invited his followers us into this same 
intimacy. Through generations, we have come to 
receive the same invitation. 

So, here we find ourselves in our imperfections 
and inconsistency, connected to the creator and 
perfect God. It’s a daring proposition Jesus has 
invited us to share. How do we even handle the 
very thought of this connection and how to live in 
it and with it? 

Let me share a few thoughts that come from Jesus’ 
encounters with his disciples after his resurrection. 

To start, let’s put ourselves in the place of the 
disciples of Jesus after the crucifixion.  They had 
left everything and had followed him, banking on 
his being the Messiah, the one expected to free 
the Jews and anticipated for generations.  They 
had seen him perform miracles, feeding thousands 
of people with a few loaves and fish, healing the 
sick and infirm, casting out demons.  Their experi-
ence to that point indicated that they had backed 

the right candidate. A short while later, he died, cruci-
fied in a publicly humiliating process that stripped him 
of any human dignity.  The disciples must have been 
reeling... 

Then, news of his resurrection hit the streets.  He ap-
peared to women who followed him first then to other 
of his followers. He even asked some of them to touch 
him in his wounds so they could take in the reality of 
the momentous shift that had just occurred. Even this 

touching doesn’t seem to have been enough to con-
tinue the process of developing that connectedness. 
So, what does Jesus do to weave these realities more 
deeply into the lives of those who followed him? 

He didn’t institute church services, develop seminars, 
or list out processes to develop holiness. He didn’t 
develop a merchandising plan that included t-shirts 
with his sayings or create dashboard bobble headed 
replicas of himself.  He had a simpler plan... he walked 
and talked with people, he ate with them and in the 
marvellous process of conversation and presence, he 
deepened in them the reality of the presence of God. 
(See p.4… Eating with Jesus) 

Cell Groups  

(2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays) 

Springbrook: 10:00 AM at 

the Springbrook Municipal 

Building, call Kevin and Kelly 

Kehoe (613) 395-4346 

Stirling: 10:00 AM at 25 

Demorest Rd, call Beth and 

Bill Devries at (613) 395-

0227 

Belleville: 9:30 AM at 39 

Cooke Crt, call Jack and Jan 

Harris at (613) 967-6419 

Kingston: (Sunday eve-

nings) 1338 Princess St, call 

Terry and Dawn Harris at 

(613) 531-5283 

Youth: (Wednesday eve-

nings), 7:00 PM at the Hub, 

downtown Stirling , call Beth 

Devries at (613) 395-0227 

Other Opportunities 

 Study of Daniel, Tuesdays 

7:00 PM, 38 Mount Pleasant 

Rd, Stirling, call Esther Noel 

at (613) 395-3402 

Men’s breakfast at the Hub, 

Every Saturday, 7:30 to 9:00 

AM, call Barry Cooper at 613 

395-5990 

Eating with Jesus  Mark Norman 
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Upcoming Events 

May 30: First aid course, all day for all who can attend, particularly those working with children, Time and location to be announced. 

June 28: Church picnic, 12PM to 5PM at Avril and Bob O’Brien’s 

July 29—August 18: Kenya Mission Trip 
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Who is doing what at The Gathering? 

 Working with the youth: Beth Devries, (613) 395-0227 

 Intercession: Jane Aman  (613) 395-3869 

 Pastoral care: Alicia Lott (613) 395-5342 , Jan Harris, (613) 967-6419  

 Phone Chain: Avril O’Brien (613) 478-6461, Esther Noel  (613) 395-3402  

 Worship/Music: Sandy Norman (613) 398-8695, Bill  Devries (613) 395-0227 

 Technical Gear: Kevin Kehoe (613) 395-4346 , Barry Cooper (613) 395-5990 

 Projection and computers: Vince Brintnell (613) 395-0613  

Want to announce community events, don’t for-
get to call UCB Canada:  613 966-4822  

or visit the website at  www.ucbcanada.com 

 

W 
hat lessons are you learning that are resulting in 
love, faith and action in your life?  Would you be 

willing to share your story?   

Contact me at lisa.barber@iteams.org    

613-395-1276 

W 
orship happens when God reveals Himself to us 
and we respond.  So we are on the lookout – eager 
to find Him. Every moment of every day provides 

an opportunity to encounter God and express adoration to 
Him through all that we think, say and do. 

But when we cannot see or hear Jesus, then we must offer a 
sacrifice of praise!  When we praise Him in times of darkness 
He offers Himself to us.  The Light of His Glory begins to break 
through the dullness and deafness of our hearts and brings 
healing and renewal. 

Sounds simple!  So what is the problem? 

Unbelief is the only thing that can hold us back from worship-
ping God. 

“Who are we,” we wonder in the deepest parts of our hearts, 
“that God would reveal His Glory to us?”  It is easy for us to 
doubt that the God of all Creation desires to abide with us and 
talk with us!  What can we possibly do to deserve His tender-
ness and attention? 

So we hold back in pursuing God and in responding to Him the 
way our hearts desire. We feel unworthy to be swept up into 
an intimate relationship with Him. 

Bill DeVries is quick to confess that he is one to hold back 
from worshipping God with all his heart.  For Bill it is a combi-
nation of feeling unworthy to enter unreservedly into the 
Presence of God and appearing undignified in the sight of oth-
ers. 

“God wants us to go deeper into worship,” says Bill with con-
viction.  “To release the part of ourselves that we consider 
dignified.  This will look different for everyone:  it may be rais-
ing their hands when they sing; it may be speaking words that 
are impressed on their hearts; or for others it might mean 
offering to serve in unfamiliar territory and in unconventional 
ways." 

“For example,” Bill explains, “there are times when I am pray-
ing in a group and I am overcome with emotion.  I feel like 

crying out to the Lord.  But I don’t.  I am more concerned about 
keeping control than being free. 

So how do we overcome our unbelief in God’s unconditional love 
and unrelenting grace in order to go deeper with Him? 

We have to abandon ourselves to the belief that God will meet us, 
accept us and reveal Himself to us. Then we have to risk looking 
and sounding undignified when He does.  “We have to come just 
as we are to worship,” concludes Bill. 

 

“And David danced before the Lord with all his might; and 
David was girded with a linen ephod.  So David and all the 
house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting 
and with the sound of the horn. …David also offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings before the Lord and blessed 
and fed the people … And David returned to bless his house-
hold. But Michal said ‘How the king of Israel honored him-
self today, uncovering himself …as one of the vulgar fellows 
shamelessly uncovers himself!’  And David said to Michal, ‘It 
was before the Lord who chose me … and I will make merry 
before the Lord.  I will make myself yet more contemptible 
than this.”  (2 Samuel 6:14,15,18 – 22a)  

 

Bill leading “cool” worship at the Bridge in Stirling 

mailto:lisa.barber@iteams.org


 

 

June 28, 2009 from 12:00pm to 5:00pm  

at Bob and Avril O’Brien’s,  

305 Fuller Rd, Thomasburg, ON   

(613) 478-6461 

Please bring chairs, bathing suits (no skinny dipping) and 

towels. 

There will also be a baptism. 

Please sign up as soon as possible (sign up sheets at the 

back of the auditorium on celebration Sundays) 

Don’t forget to drop your spare change in the 

can at the back of the auditorium at our cele-

brations.  The funds  will be used for this year’s 

Kenya project. 

 

To date, over $300 in change have been col-

lected. 

 

Thanks to all who contributed to the garage 

sale on Friday and Saturday, another $800 was 

also gathered. 

Check out Mark’s Kenya weight loss challenge at The 

Gathering’s website: 

www.the-gathering.ca 

 

May 2: 11 down 39 to go 

$600 raised 

On-Going Needs at the  Community Cupboard 

 

Here are some of the needs the Cupboard has.  Consider bring-

ing some along when we get together for our next celebration: 

 Dry pastas  

 Kraft dinner  

 Canned meats: tuna, fish, chicken, etc. 

 Canned stews  

 

 
 
 
Daily Vacation Bible School 

Daily Vacation Bible School will be held this year in 

Springbrook  July 20 -24    

Volunteers are needed to run activity stations, be 

team leaders and much more!  

There will be a planning meeting at Kelly Kehoe's 
house at 7pm on Wed. April 22.  Please come and be 

part of the action! The theme this year is Discovery 
Canyon ! 

For more information you can call Kelly at  

613-395-4346. 
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Eating with Jesus (Continued from p. 1)  

Let’s look at a couple of instances.  First, let’s consider the encounter 
with the disciples on the road to Emmaus (read Luke 24: 13-34). 
Jesus joined them on the 11Km walk between Jerusalem and Em-
maus as they were digesting everything that had happened; from 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, to his crucifixion and then 
the rumours of his resurrection. Now Sandy and I just went on a 
11km walk in Algonquin Park, at a regular pace, without talking all 
that much, the walk took us 2.5 hours. It’s easy to guess that this 
particular walk would be somewhat similar because they talked as 
they walked. At the end of their walk, the people in questions didn’t 
yet recognize Jesus but were enthralled by the conversation and 
invited him to eat with them and stay with them for the night in 
typical Middle Eastern fashion.  Their culture dictated that their 
guest was to be treated preciously and served with respect.  Yet, as 
they sat down for the meal, the roles were suddenly reversed and 
Jesus took over. He took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to 
them and in that moment, they recognized him.  It’s interesting that 
this realization didn’t come in the discussion about the prophets and 
Scriptures but in the mundane act of sitting and eating as Jesus took 
hold of the bread and engaged in the simple act of blessing, breaking 
and sharing. Jesus walked with them, talked with them and ate with 
them.  He connected with them in their everyday lives. 

Let’s look at another encounter, this time noted in John’s Gospel 
(chapter 21). Seven of his followers had returned to their typical day 
jobs following the crucifixion and resurrection. It’s interesting that, 
after having seen Jesus and after some of them had literally touched 
him, they found their way back to their original profession, back to 
what they knew best and probably felt most comfortable doing: 
fishing.  Yet, after a whole night of manning the nets, they hadn’t 
caught a thing (probably pretty discouraging and humiliating for 
professional fisherman).  On the shore, they made out a person who 
yelled out to cast the net on the other side of the boat.  Imagine 
what they may have been thinking, yet they tried it and, bingo, the 
nets came back full. Peter and, we speculate, John recognized Jesus. 
Peter dove in to join Jesus on the bank while the others hauled in the 
net, dealt with the fish and rowed back to shore (leave it Peter to let 
the others do the work). 

On shore, Jesus had prepared breakfast for them: fish and bread. 
Jesus invited them to share the fruit of their efforts.  This time, he 
hosted the meal and invited them to use what he had provided to 

share a meal with him.  One 
more time, the mundane acts 
of working and eating were 
the backdrop for deepening 
the realization that the resur-
rection had changed every-
thing and the Kingdom they 
had hoped for was now woven 
into their everyday lives and 
their new mission. 

Jesus used the mundane to 
develop their understanding and experience of his presence. He 
didn’t use the religious rituals, the official buildings and times allot-
ted by tradition.  He moved the presence of God out of the rites, 
rituals and “sacred spaces” into everyday life. 

I think he does the same with us.  He invites us to experience an 
ongoing conversation with him in the ordinary moments of our lives.  
He wants us to walk with him and talk with him as we accomplish 
our day to day activities and to practice the reality of his presence in 
all of these moments. Jesus doesn’t wait for programs, services or 
special worship events to deepen our awareness and experience of 
his presence, he joins us in our everyday lives. He invites us into an 
ongoing dialogue with him as we walk our own roads or cast our 
own nets.  

 In a similar ways to the encounters with his followers in the Gospels 
of Luke and John, we will sometimes invite Jesus to stay with us and 
he will take over the moment (disciples on the road to Emmaus) and 
sometimes he will invite us into the conversation (disciples fishing 
on the Sea of Galilee). Our challenges are to be sensitive to these 
moments and opportunities and to engage in the conversation with 
him in our ordinary and everyday lives. These conversations are the 
sacred moments and our lives are the sacred spaces. 

 

Interested in reading more?  Try 
“Living the Resurrection” by 
Eugene H. Peterson, Navpress 2004 
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Interested in a cross cultural experience? 

Gord Martin, from Vision Ministries has been encouraging The Gathering to participate in a cultural exchange with brothers and sisters from a French 

African background involved in a church in Oshawa. The idea stems from a realization that many French African Christians in this community have never 

been in a Canadian household yet their children are constantly exposed to standardized Canadian culture while many believers are relatively unaware of 

the challenges faced by newcomers to Canada. 

Gord speculates that it would be a marvellous experience for all involved to trade places for a few days and develop new perspectives. This opportunity 

could be of particular value for those of us interested in helping refugees, it could greatly increase understanding of the issues facing those who have left a 

culture and roots to find new beginnings. 

If you are interested, let Mark Norman know by calling or emailing. If there is interest, he will meet with you to explore and explain next steps. 

Phone: 613 398-8695  email: normanm@kos.net 


